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REPORT. 


Office  of  Board  of  Fire   Commissioners, 

Baltimore,  January  i,  1902. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore : 

Gentlemen:  The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners, for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1901,  shows  the 
operations  of  the  Department. 

The  Appropriations  being  as  follows:  Salaries,  $364, 
100.00;  Expenses,  $112,000.00;  No.  22  Engine  Company, 
;^2o,ooo.oo;  of  which  amount  there  has  been  expended  for 
Salaries,  $362,808.28;  Expenses,  $110,681.00;  No.  22  Engine 
Company,  $18,064.26,  leaving  a  surplus  on  appropriations  of 
Salaries  $1,291.72;  Expenses,  $1,319.00;  No.  22  Engine 
Company,  $1,935.74;  making  a  net  return  to  the  Sinking 
Fund  of  $4,546.46,  without  any  impairment  to  the  service 
whatsoever. 

The  record  for  1901  shows  1498  alarms  of  all  kinds — an 
increase  of  40  alarms  over  last  year. 

The  total  losses  for  the  year  (December  estimated)  was 
$1,464,119,90  as  against  $1,084,471.84. 

The  Department  is  now  in  first-class  condition,  the  ap- 
paratus being  better  than  ever  before,  the  discipline  unex- 
celled, but  few  cases  of  infraction  of  the  rules  being  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Board. 

The  Board  of  Estimates  have  set  aside  an  amount  neces- 
sary to  build  and  fully  equip  an  engine  company  to  be  located 
in  the  down-town  district,  and  it  is  hoped  to  have  this  com- 
pany in  active  service  on  or  about  July  i,  1902. 

The  quarters  of  No.  11  Hook  &  Ladder  Company,  North 
Avenue  and  McMechin  Street,  were  formally  turned  over  to 
this  Department  by  the  Inspector  of  Buildings,  through  His 
Honor  the  Mayor,  on  July  27,  1901. 
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No.  2  2  Engine  Company  was  placed  in  service  in  the  De- 
partment on  July  I,  1 90 1,  but  owing  to  the  house  not  being 
completed  the  company  had  been  distributed  among  the 
down-town  companies  of  the  Department^  and  we  hope  to 
have  their  regular  quarters  ready  for  occupancy  on  or  about 
May  I,  1902. 

The  Company  quarters  of  the  following  have  been  entirely 
rebuilt:  No.  5  Engine  Company;  No.  3  Hook  &  Ladder 
Company;  No.  4  Engine  Company;  No.  2  Engine  Com- 
pany, and  No.  10  Engine  Company;  also  the  quarters  of  No. 
18  Engine  Company  and  No.  i  Chemical  Engine  Company 
are  at  present  being  rebuilt,  besides  large  repairs  being 
made  to  a  number  of  the  houses  throughout  the  Department. 
The  work  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  in  our  Department 
being  of  the  very  highest  standard. 

Two  engines  and  two  hose-wagons  have  been  purchased  ; 
two  engines  rebuilt  ;  and  a  number  of  engines  and  hose- 
wagons  and  trucks  repaired  and  painted ;  three-way-rigs 
placed  in  an  engine,  hose-wagon  and  truck  for  the  efficiency 
of  the  service.  Twenty-eight  horses  have  been  purchased 
to  replace  those  condemmed  as  unfit  for  the  service.  The 
Sub-Department  also  purchased  8,000  feet  of  fire-hose  to 
replace  hose  worn  out.  Twenty-one  fire  alarm  boxes  have 
been  installed  during  the  year.  The  wires  of  the  Telegraph 
Department  have  also  been  placed  underground  where  sub- 
ways are  located. 

The  expenditures  for  the  year  are  set  forth  in  detail  in 
the  tables  submitted  with  this  report. 

We  also  submit  for  your  information  a  comparative  state- 
ment covering  expenditures  for  the  past  five  years. 


fEAR. 

Companies  in 

Service. 

Salaries. 

Expenses. 

1897 

34 

$318,982.91 

$113,863  38 

1898 

36 

340,169.84 

135,830.02 

1899 

36 

366,561.05 

124,968.70 

1900 

36 

363,769.61 

99,403.76 

1901 

36 

362,808.28 

110,681.00 

6  REPORT    OF    THE 

The  Board  of  Estimates  last  year  approved  a  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  increasing"  the 
salary  of  Chief  Engineer  to  $2,500.00.  This  officer  is  one  of 
the  poorest  paid  of  any  city  of  similar  size  in  this  country, 
this  fact  having  been  established  upon  investigation  of  what 
other  cities  pay  similar  officers. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Board  does  work  which  any  com- 
mercial house  would  think  well  worth  the  increase  we  ask  for 
him,  namely:  $300.00  more  than  now  received,  or  $1,500.00. 
In  addition  to  his  regular  duties,  the  Secretary  of  the  Fire 
Department  is  also  Secretary  of  the  Examining  Board,  for 
which  he  receives  no  compensation  whatever. 

The  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  was  cut 
from  $3,000.00  to  $1,800.00,  and  from  careful  consideration 
of  his  duties  and  what  similar  cities  to  our  own  pay  such  an 
officer,  we  felt  justified  in  asking  an  increase  of  $200.00  in 
his  compensation. 

The  six  telegraph  operators  in  the  Telegraph  Department 
were  cut  from  $1,200.00  to  $1,000.00,  and  from  the  nature 
of  their  work  and  the  responsibilities  and  importance  of 
their  position,  we  also  asked  their  salaries  might  be  re- 
instated to  their  former  rate. 

The  Board  of  Estimates  consented  to  these  increases,  but 
afterwards  was  compelled  to  strike  them  out  owing  to  the 
difficulty  that  arose  over  the  tax-rate.  We  therefore,  again 
repeat  our  recommendation  in  behalf  of  these  faithful 
public  servants. 

We  also  recommend  the  establishing  of  an  engine  com- 
pany in  the  vicinity  of  Madison  and  North  Avenues,  but 
this  too,  owing  to  the  fact  stated  above,  could  not  be  secured 
out  of  the  Levy  for  1902,  and  the  Chief  Engineer  in  his 
report  has  again  asked  for  this,  in  addition  to  one  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Patterson  Park  Avenue  and  Orleans  Street. 

We  are  also  pleased  to  report  that  the  Municipal  Tele- 
phone l^lxchange  is  now  in  full  working  order,  which  gives 
us  an  additional  and  far  better  telephone  service  throughout 
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the  Department  than  ever  before.  The  same  is  now  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  having 
been  placed  there  by  His  Honor  The  Mayor. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  Engineer  covering  the  work  in 
his  Department  is  submitted  herewith.  The  recommenda- 
tions contained  therein  meet  the  approval  of  the  Board. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph 
also  accompanies  this  report.  Some  of  the  recommenda- 
tions meet  our  approval,  and  at  the  proper  time  will  be 
considered.  The  recommendation  relative  to  transmitter 
has  already  received  our  attention,  the  Board  deciding  to 
have  the  reserve  machine  repaired  and  altered  to  meet  the 
necessary  requirements,  and  upon  its  completion  we  are 
assured  that  the  Department  will  have  two  first-class 
machines. 

To  the  vSecretary  of  the  Board,  Chief  Engineer,  Superin- 
tendent of  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph,  the  clerical  force  and  of- 
ficers of  the  Department,  the  Board  is  indebted  for  efficient 
service  rendered  at  any  and  all  times. 

We  also  desire  to  extend  our  thanks  to  the  Inspector  of 
Public  Buildings;  for  his  ready  and  prompt  reponse  to  all 
calls  for  repairs  and  alterations  to  our  houses,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  work  has  been  done. 

Respectfully, 

A.   RoszEL  Cathcart, 

President. 
John   H.  wSirich, 
Edward  M.  Parkish. 
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ESTIMATES  FOR  1902. 

Salaries $374,380 

Apparatus $  6,000 

Apparatus  repairs' 13,000 

Accident .' 2,500 

Feed 19,000 

Fuel 6,000 

Furniture 2,000 

Harness  ...    1,500 

Horseshoeing 5,000 

Hose 4,000 

Horses 5,000 

Electricity  and  gas 2,500 

Wharf  rent 600 

Washing 3,500 

Insurance 2,250 

Sick 3,800 

Pensioners 10,000 

Fire-alarm  telegraph  department 4,000 

Office  expenses 1,200 

Miscellaneous 5,000 

Storerooms 6,000 

Fire-alarm  boxes 500 

$103,350 

Equipment  and  salaries,  new  engine  company 18,300 

$496,030 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

Amount  appropriated  by  the  Mayor  and   City  Council   and  of  general 
levy,  1901: 

Department  salaries  and  expenses, $476,100  00 

Engine  Company  No.  22 20,000  00 

Carried  forward  "special  account" 5,496  25 

$501,596  25 

Amount  drawn  from  City  Comptroller  as  follows: 

I)ei)artmont  salaries  and  expenses $473,489  28 

Engine  Company  No.  22 16,0()4  26 

Special  account .* 5,496  25 

497,049  79 

Balance  undrawn $     4,54646 
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GENERAL  STATEMENT. 

Amount   drawn    from    City    Comptroller    account   general 

appropriation $497,049  79 

Amount  received  from  sale  of  old  material 1,061  51 

$498,111  30 

Expenditures  account  department $497,049  79 

Amount  paid  to  City  Register 1,061  30 

$498,111  30 


EXPENDITURES— 1901. 

Salaries $362,808  28 

Apparatus    $  5,823  65 

Apparatus  repairs 13,809  54 

Accident 2,332  61 

Feed    20,155  35 

Fuel 6,408  60 

Furniture 2,503  29 

Harness    993  86 

Horse-shoeing 4,816  08 

Hose    4,273  90 

Horses 5,110  00 

Wharf  rent 600  00 

Electricity  and  gas 2,304  20 

Office  expenses 882  42 

Insurance 2.070  00 

Miscellaneous 6,888  56 

Washing 3,138  25 

Pensioners 9,607  61 

Sick 4,217  18 

Fire  alarm  telegraph 5,832  36 

Store-room 5,626  93 

Telephones 886  61 

Fire-alarm  boxes 2,400  00 

Special  account 5,496  25 

E(iuipment  and  salaries  No.  22  Company 18,064  26 


134,241  51 


$497,049  79 
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COMPANY  EXPEXDITUKES-1901 

No.     1  Engine  Company $11,586  61 

"      2        "              "          12,382  87 

"       3         "               "          12,860  92 

"      4        "              "          13,617  20 

"       5         "               "          12,220  69 

"      6        "              "          18,809  44 

"      7        "              "          12,073  49 

"      8        "              "          12,067  67 

"      9        "              "          13,029  58 

"     10        "              "          13,088  23 

"     11         "              "          11,997  95 

"     12        "              "          12,637  30 

"13        "              "          12,486  77 

"     14        "              "          11,240  31 

"     15         "               "          27,760  90 

"     16         "               "          14,511  61 

"     17         "              "          12,735  84 

"     18         "               "          13,261  51 

"     19         "               "          12,139  92 

"     20         "               "          11,976  70 

"     21         "              "          12,336  52 

"     22         "               "          18,064  26 

"       1  Hook  and  Ladder  Company    11,710  22 

"       2         "                 "               "           11,786  72 

"3         "                 "               "           11,513  50 

"       4         "                 "               "            12,267  49 

•"       5         "                 "               "            11,827  75 

"       6         "                 "               "            12,308  79 

"       7         "                 "               "           4,968  03 

"       8         "                 "               "             4,937  08 

"       9         "                 "               "           4,623  56 

"10         "                 "               "           13,231  33 

"11         "                 "               "            13,165  02 

''       1   Chemical  Engine  Company     3,013  76 

2         "                 "               "           2,883  25 

"       3         "                ''               "           2,950  40 

"6         "                 "               "            1,195  04 

Officers'   salaries 18,679  70 

Fire-alarm  telegraph    23,506  93 

Miscellaneous   4,300  08 

Office  Expenses 938  84 

Pensioners 9,607  61 

Store-room 5,935  23 

Reserve 3,316  92 

Special  account 5,496  25 


$497,049  79 
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Recapitulation. 


Account. 

Appropriation. 

Expenditures. 

Department 

$476,100  00 
20,000  00 

$473,489  28 

16,064  26 

5,496  25 

$2,610  72 
1,935  74 

Engine  Company  No.  22. .  . 
Special  account 

Balance  undrawn.  . . 

$4,546  46 

Revenue. 
Sale  of  old  material $1,061  51 
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-OF  THE- 


Chief=     Engineer. 


Office  of  the  Chief  Engineer, 

Baltimore,  January  i,  1902. 
To  the  Honorable   the  Board  of  Fire  Conujiissioneys: 

Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  tlie 
annual  report  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  it  being  the  Forty- 
third  Annual  Report  of  the  Paid  Fire  Department. 

fires. 

The  number  of  alarms  and  fires  attended  was  1,498,  of 
which  were  as  follows:  Box  alarms,  loio;  false  alarms,  55; 
silent  or  verbal  alarms,  407;  also  special  alarms,  which  were 
fires  extinguished  by  others  than  members  of  the  Depart- 
ment, but  inspected  by  members  of  the  Department  to  see 
that  they  had  been  entirely  extinguished,  81,  making  a 
total  of  1,498  alarms  and  fires  to  which  the  attention  of  the 
Department  had  been  called. 

As  compared  with  1900  there  was  an  increase  of  40  alarms. 

The  fires  for  the  year  are  classified  as  follows:  In  brick, 
stone  or  iron  buildings,  1,244;  in  wooden  buildings,  137; 
fires  other  than  in  buildings,  62;  false  alarms,  55,  making  a 

total  of  1,498. 

LOSSES  FOR  1901. 

January $^297, 054  88  • 

February 204,279  79 

March 102,474  81 

April 131 ,554  51 

May 102,290  90 

June 23,00(5  00 

July 190,159  14 

August 4,521    10 

September 11 ,845  39 

Octol)er 99,455  21 

November 30,807  57 

Decemlx'r,  estinuited 205,:)70  00 

$1,404,119  90 
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APPARATUS. 

The  condition  of  apparatus  in  service  is  better  than  ever 
before.  Necessary  repairs  and  improvements  have  been 
made  and  number  of  engines,  hose -wagons,  trucks  and 
officers'  wagons  have  been  repaired  and  painted. 

APPARATUS    IN    SERVICE. 

Twenty-one  steam  fire  engines,  twenty-one  combination 
hose-wagons  (chemical  engine  and  hose-wagon),  eighteen 
hose  carriages,  one  water  tower,  one  fireboat,  eight  Hayes 
Aerial  trucks,  three  combination  trucks  (chemical  engine 
and  truck),  one  bank  ladder  truck,  three  chemical  engines, 
seven  Concord  wagons  (used  by  officers),  one  wagon  for  use 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Machinery,  three  wagons  used  by 
linemen  of  the  Telegraph  Department,  one  large  wagon  for 
use  of  the  construction  work  of  Telegraph  Department,  and 
three  carriages  for  use  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
and  vSuperintendent  of  Telegraph. 

APPARATUS    IN    RESERVE. 

Six  steam  fire  engines,  two  Hayes  trucks,  one  water 
tower,  two  combination  hose-wagons,  four  Concord  wagons, 
five  chemical  engines  and  one  truck  for  moving  disabled 
apparatus. 

APPARATUS    PLACED    IN    SERVICE    DURINCi    THE    YEAR. 

Combination  Hook  and  Ladder  Truck  (combination 
chemical  engine  and  truck),  placed  in  service  at  No.  7  Truck 
Company's  quarters  February  23,  1901. 

First  Size  La  France  engine,  placed  in  service  at  No.  6 
Engine  Company's  quarters  September  7,  1901. 

Bank  Ladder  Truck  (former  No.  7  Truck),  repaired  and 
painted  and  placed  in  service  at  No.  3  Chemical  Engine 
Company's  quarters. 
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HORSES. 


There  is  at  present  a  total  of  i88  horses  in  the  service  of 
the  Department.  Of  this  number  149  are  assigned  to  the 
several  companies,  nineteen  assigned  for  the  use  of  the 
officers  and  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  Department,  and  twenty 
are  held  in  reserve.  Twenty-eight  horses  have  been  pur- 
chased during  the  3'ear,  twenty-eight  horses  were  condemned 
as  unfit  for  service,  4  died  from  sickness.  One  hundred 
and  ninety-seven  cases  of  sickness  and  injury,  covering  a 
period  of  2,663  days'  treatment,  were  received  at  hospital. 

FIRE    HVDRANTS. 

During  the  year  seventy-nine  fire  hydrants  were  erected, 
making  a  total  number  of  hydrants  in  service  2,673. 
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Benjamin  F.  Wertz, 


a  retired  member  of  the  Dei^art- 
ment  (formerly  a  pipeman  of 
No.  12  Engine  Comj^any,)  died 
January  1  Itli.  Had  been  an 
active  member  of  the  Depart- 
ment twenty  years. 
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John  M.  Frederick, 


Ijleutenant  No.  19  Engine  Com- 
pany, died  May  14tli.  Had  been 
a  member  of  tbe  Department 
thirteen  years. 
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David  H.  McCauley, 

a  retired  member  of  the  De- 
partment (formerly  Captain  No. 
9  Engine  Company),  died  July 
30tli.  Had  been  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Department  thirty- 
eight  years. 
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John  A.  Bannan, 


Engineman  Ko.  13  Engine  Com- 
pany, died  in  company  quarters 
on  August  7 til  of  concussion  ot* 
the  brain,  caused  t>y  falling 
tlirougli  pole-hole  Tvliile  re- 
sponding to  an  alarm  of  fire. 
Had  been  a  member  of  the 
Department  twenty-lour  years. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 


I  respectfully  recommend  the  organization  and  equip- 
ment of  two  steam  fire  engine  companies,  one  to  be  located 
in  the  vicinity  of  Madison  Avenue  and  North  Avenue,  and 
one  to  be  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Patterson  Park  Avenue 
and  Orleans  Street,  and  in  the  event  of  a  company  being 
located  in  the  vicinity  of  North  Avenue  and  Madison  Ave- 
nue, No.  2  Chemical  Engine  Company  to  be  abolished. 

I  also  recommend  the  purchase  of  a  large  size  aerial  truck, 
equipped  with  truss  ladders,  below  fifty  feet  in  length,  to  be 
placed  in  reserve. 

The  equipment  of  all  aerial  trucks  with  the  Browder  life 
net. 

The  placing  of  rubber  tires  on  all  aerial  trucks. 

I  also  recommend  the  increase  of  probationer's  salary  to 
$600. CO  per  annum. 

Herewith  submitted,  as  part  of  the  report,  are  tables  rela- 
tive to  the  work  of  the  several  companies,  record  of  large 
fires,  causes,  casualties,  etc. 

In  closing  my  report,  I  revert  with  pride  to  the  manual 
force,  of  their  willingness  and  undaunted  courage  in  per- 
forming the  dangerous  and  arduous  duties  of  their  calling. 

I  desire  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners for  the  active  interest  you  have  manifested  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  success  of  the  department. 

I  also  desire  to  thank  the  office  force  for  their  prompt 
attention  to  all  clerical  work  connected  with  my  office. 

I  am  under  many  obligations  to  the  officers  and  members 
of  the  Fire  Insurance  vSalvage  Corps,  for  assistance  rendered 
and  courtesies  extended,  and  the  Police  Department  for  the 
able  manner  in  which  they  have  assisted  this  Department  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  W.  Horton, 
Chief  Engineer, 
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26  REPORT    OF    THE 

MANUAL  FORCE  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT 


OFFICERS. 

Chief  Engineer 1 

District  Engineers 0 

Superintendent  of  Machinery 1 

8 

ENGINE    COMPANIES. 

No.  1  Engine  Company 11 

"2    "     "    12 

"   3    "     "    11 

"   4    "     "    12 

"   5    "     "    11 

"   6    "     "    12 

"   7    "     "    11 

"   8    "     "    11 

"   9    "     "    11 

"  10    "     "    11 

"  11    "     "    11 

"  12    "     "    11 

"13    "     "    11 

"  14    "     "    11 

"  15    "     "    21 

"  16    "     "    12 

"  17    "     "    12 

"  18    "     "    12 

"  19    "     "    12 

"  20    "     "    12 

"  21    "     "    12 

"22    "     " 12 

262 

HOOK    AND    LADDER    COMPANIES. 

No.    1  Hook  and  Ladder  Company 11 

"      2  "  "  "  11 

"      3  "  "  "  12 

"      4  "  "  "  12 

"      5  "  "  "  12 

"      6  "  "  "  12 

"      7  "  "  "  5 

"      8  "  "  "  5 

"      9  "  "  " 5 

•'    10  "  "  "  12 

"    11  "  "  "  12 

109 

CHEMICAL    ENGINE    COMPANIES. 

No.    1  Chemical  Engine  Company 3 

'•      2         "  "  "  3 

"      3         "  "  "  3 

9 

Probationary  firemen 20 

Total  active  membership  of  the  Department 408 

Disabled  members  pensioned 23 

Total  membership 431 
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SALARIES  OF  OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS. 

Per  Afmum. 

1  Chief  of  Department S2,000  00 

6  District  Engineers,  each 1,400  00 

1  Superintendent  of  Machinery 1,400  00 

30  Captains  of  engines  and  hook  and  ladder  companies,  each  1,100  00 

31  Lieutenants  of  engine  and  hook  and  ladder  companies, 

each 1 ,000  00 

22  Enginemen,  each 1,100  00 

24  Assistant  Enginemen,  each 900  00 

16  Tillermen  of  hook  and  ladder  companies,  each 900  00 

29  Hostlers  of  engine  and  hook  and  ladder  ccmpanies,  each.  900  00 

3  Captains  of  cliemical  engine  companies,  each 900  00 

3  Captains  of  combination  hook  and  ladder  companies,  each  900  00 

3  Hostlers  of  chemical  engine  companies,  eacli 800  00 

3  Hostlers  of  combination  hook  and  ladder  companies,  each  800  00 

148  Pipemen,  each 800  00 

63  Laddermen,  each 800  00 

2  Pilots  on  fireboat,  each 1,000  00 

3  Stokers  on  fireboat,  each 800  00 

20  Probationary  Firemen,  each 500  00 

408  Officers  and  Members. 
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PENSION  ROLL. 

Position  at   Time  of  Amount  of 

Name.  Retirement.  A /imial  Pension. 

J.  F.  Peerce Hostler $450  00 

J.  R.  Battee Callman 400  00 

W.  G.  Miller Captain  400  00 

G.  H.  Little Pipcman 400  00 

Solomon  Uhlfelder Pipeman 400  00 

John  Wernsing Hostler 400  00 

William  Gordon Callman 400  00 

G.  W.  Ellender District  Engineer 400  00 

W.  M.  Dunn District  Engineer 400  00 

H.  E.  Curry Ladderman 400  00 

J.  J.  McGraw Pipeman 400  00 

Charles  A.  Soistman Pipeman 400  00 

J.  T.  Elliot Ladderman 400  00 

J.  H.  Gildea Callman 400  00 

G.  B.  Chapman Pipeman  400  00 

T,  H.  Humphreys Engineman 400  00 

L.   Pistel Callman 400  00 

R.  M.  Brown Ladderman 400  00 

J.  W.  Blake Tillerman 400  00 

J.  H.  Hay  ward Captain 400  00 

Jacob  Hindes Captain 400  00 

Michael  Lycett Engineman 550  00 

James  Gill Tillerman 450  00 
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NUMBER    OF    BOXES    TO    WHICH    COMPANIES    ARE   ASSIGNED 

TO  RESPOND. 


Companies. 


No.  1   Engine  Company 


"     o  "  '•          

"0  "  ••          

"     7  "  "         

"     S  "  "         

"9  "  "          

"   ](i  "  "          

"11  "  ''         

"12  "  "         

"13  "  "          

"  14  "  "         

"  15  "  "         

"10  "  "         

"  17  "  •'         

"18  "  "         

"  Vf  "  "         

"20  "  "         

"21  "  "         

Water  Tower 

No.  1  Hook  and  Ladder  Conii)ariy. 


''   1(1 
"   11 
No.   1  Chemical  Engine  Company 
u     2  "  "  " 

"     3 


2.") 
17 
13 
59 
32 
29 
45 
16 


() 
15 

1 
35 
10 

3 
44 

0 


79 

182 

71 

332 

81 

67 

95 

243 

68 

95 

59 

22'^ 

115 

125 

102 

342 

73 

37 

06 

166 

70 

126 

<il 

257 

86 

141 

94 

321 

94 

94 

74 

2()2 

85 

59 

15 

159 

69 

101 

73 

243 

49 

33 

13 

95 

40 

23 

2S 

91 

80 

()9 

57 

206 

74 

24 

17 

115 

133 

133 

7<i 

336 

47 

8 

0 

55 

23 

13 

23 

59 

66 

30 

32 

128 

50 

37 

15 

102 

29 

14 

19 

62 

13 

2 

0 

15 

0 

96 

1 

97 

52 

89 

48 

189 

139 

115 

54 

308 

80 

36 

20 

136 

65 

105 

83 

253 

53 

107 

49 

209 

56 

3!) 

0 

100 

0 
4 
0 
28 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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14 
122 
42 
32 
89 
16 
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SERVICE  OF  COMPANIES  AT  FIRES. 


Hook  and  Ladder  Companies. 
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Working  Time. 


Hours. 


Min. 


No.  1  Hook  and  Ladder  Co. 

I  (   Q  i .      1  (       ( (      (1 
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"  8 
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188 

2171 

140 

131 
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35 

23 

163 
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170 

227 
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219 

41 
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Chemical  Engines. 


6 

-M 

% 

'6 

CO 

TS 

(^ 

c 
0 

CO 

C3 

O) 

s 

c3 

« 

H 

H 

Time  Away 
from  Quarters. 


Hours.     Min. 
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NUMBER    OF    FIRES    AND    LOSSES    EACH    YEAR    SINCE   THE 
ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  PAID  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Year. 

1859 

I860 

Number  of 
Fires. 

98  

112  

Losses. 

....$   350,000  00 
310,000  00 

1861 

115  

60,000  00 

1862 

130  

83,000  00 

1863 

138  

120,482  33 

1864 

143  

163,528  49 

1865 

163  

71  358  90 

1866 

178  

.  . .    181,115  00 

1867 

193  

293,045  00 

1868 

145  

76,244  75 

1869 

187  

.  .    398,259  09 

1870 

203  

432,717  07 

1871 

226  

.  . . .    475,391  00 

1872 

245  

.   .    300,000  00 

]873 

265  

892,628  58 

1874 

384  

506,826  15 

1875 

348  

(508,351  30 

1876 

332  

5(53,248  78 

1877 

420  

438.715  57 

1878 

371  

1(52,312  78 

1879 

306  

193  (554  54 

1880 

.343  

580,290  09 

]881 

324     .  . 

454.773  35 

1882 

358  

3.30,113  84 

]  883 

399  

5(il,520  00 

1884 

388  

617,871  79 

1885 

474 

441.743  06 

1886 

430  . 

89(5  527  12 

1887 

496 

....   1,1(53,359  26 
1,272,478  82 

1888 

()02  

1889 

545  

477,329  07 

1890 

594  

441,152  65 

1891 

676 

(550  009  73 

1892 

795  

8:59,435  77 

1893 

829  

1,153,129  76 

1894 

831   

542,188  29 

1895 

81() 

730  751  1 1 

1896 

985  

423  062  79 

1897 

1,110 

572,497  39 

861,114  77 

438,583  38 

.  .   1,084,471  84 

18<>8 

1  375 

1899 

1,309 

1900 

. . .  1,458  

1901 

.  ..  1,498  (Approx.  Dec.  lo; 
in  43  years  has  been  

ss)..  1,464,119  90 

Tlie  total  loss  by  fires 

....$22,675,402  21 
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SUMMARY  OF  FIRES  FOR  1901,   WITH  SPP:CIALS. 


Months, 
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January . . 
Februarj^  . 
March  . .  . 
April  .... 

May 

June 

July 

August  .  , . 
September 
October.  .  . 
November, 
December. 


157    225 


15  15 

13  25 

11  25 

10  17 

11  17 
10  16 


22     13 
14       6 


13  101 
10  105 

8;  99 

18  88 

14  75 


18! 


9  16 
19!  21 
15     25 


7, 
14' 

9 
19 


8  63 
5  59 

9  79 
12  101 
12  101 


127.  231    143    127 1010 

I 


37 

7 

145 

50 

3 

158 

28 

7 

134 

33 

5 

126 

15 

2 

92 

28 

4 

88 

23 

11 

117 

20 

3 

86 

27 

8 

94 

33 

5 

117 

48 

17 

166 

65 

9 

375 

407 

81 

1498 
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TABLE    SHOWING    THE     DIFFERENT    CAUSES    OF    FIRES    AND 
ALARMS  DURING  1901. 

Altar  ignited  by  a  lighted  cradle 1 

Back  draft 3 

Badly  constructed  hearth 4 

Balloon  falling  on  cornice 

Bed  clothing  ignited  by  cigarette 

Bedclothlng  ignited  by  lighted  candle 

Bed  ignited  by  lighted  lamp 

Bed  ignited  by  lighted  match 

Benzine  taking  fire 

Blanket  ignited  by  hot  stove 

Boiling  over  of  a  pot  of  caljbage 

Bonfire 

Bones  ignited  by  lighted  candle 

Breaking  carboy  of  acid 

Box  pulled  on  smoke 

Box  pulled  for  preceding  fire 

Boy  ignited  straw  in  water  closet 

Burning  brush 

Burning  chimney 63 

Burning  flue 

Burning  gas  from  defective  bracket 

Burning  gasoline  tank 

Burning  out  of  armature 

Burning  insulation 

Burning  manure 

Burning  out  of  telephone   

Burning  old  rags 

Burning  out  of  fifse 

Burning  pan  of  grease 

Burning  pot  of  tar 

Burning  rubbish 

Burning  rags  to  drive  out  insects 

Burning  soot  in  back  of  stove 

Burning  soot  in  fireplace 

Burning  soot  in  flues 

Burning  soot 

Burning  soot  in  register 

Burning  waste  paper 

Bursting  of  steam  pipe 

Bursting  water  back    
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Bursting  water  pipe 1 

Candle  ignited  something  unknown 1 

Can  of  gasoline  ignited  by  hot  stove 1 

Carelessness 1 

Carelessness  with  gasoline 2 

Carelessness  with  lighted  lamp 1 

Carelessness  with  burning  waste 1 

Carelessness  handling  lighted  candle 2 

Carelessness  with  torch 1 

Carelessness  with  lighted  match 12 

Carelessness  with  lighted  gas  jet 1 

Charcoal  stove 1 

Children  playing  with  matches 28 

Children  playing  with  fire 2 

Children  playing  with  lighted  gas  jet 1 

Christmas  tree  ignited  by  lighted   candle.  .  .    8 

Christmas  tree  ignited  by  lighted  match 1 

Cleaning  bed  with  gasoline 1 

Cleaning  with  coal  oil 1 

Clothing  ignited  by  gas  stove 1 

Clothing  ignited  by  gasoline  stove 1 

Clothing  ignited  by  lighted  match 1 

Clothing  of  person  ignited  by  coal  oil  lamp 1 

Clothing  of  person  ignited  by  stove 1 

Clothing  ignited  by  lighted  lamp 2 

Clothing  ignited  by  hot  stove   1 

Coals  falling  from  stove 1 

Coal  oil  lamp  left  on  drain 1 

Coal  oil  lamp  falling  from  bracket 2 

Coal  oil  heater  taking  fire 1 

Company  misdirected 1 

Couch  ignited  by  lighted  match ....    1 

Couch  ignited  by  lighted  cigarette 1 

Curtain  ignited  by  lighted  gas  jet 26 

Curtain  ignited  by  lighted  cigar 1 

Curtain  ignited  by  lighted  coal  oil  lamp 3 

Decorations  ignited  l)y  lighted  gas  jet 1 

Defective  chimney 2 

Defective  coal  oil  stove 5 

Defective  flue 45 

Defective  gasoline  stove 2 

Defective  hearth 1 

Defective  oil  pipe 1 
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Defective  wiring   ] 

Defective  partition  wall 1 

Disconnected  gas  pipe 1 

Disconnected  stove  pipe 2 

Dropping  coal  oil  lamp  on  stove 1 

Dropping  coal  oil  lamp 3 

Dropping  lighted  cigar  on  bed , 1 

Dropping  lighted  gasoline  lamp 1 

Dropping  lighted  match 3 

Dry  goods  ignited  by  lighted  match 1 

Electric  converter 2 

Electric  wire 33 

Explosion  of  chemicals 2 

Explosion  of  a  can  of  gasoline .    8 

Explosion  of  alcohol 1 

Explosion  of  a  box  of  caps 1 

Explosion  of  a  coal  oil  lamp 32 

Explosion  of  a  coal  oil  stove 35 

Explosion  of  a  gasoline  lamp 3 

Explosion  of  a  gasoline  stove 93 

Explosion  of  a  gasoline  street  lamp 2 

Explosion  of  a  can  of  turpentine 

Explosion  of  a  gasoline  tank 

Explosion  of  gas 

Explosion  of  a  bottle  of  gasoline 

Explosion  of  gasoline 

Explosion  of  coal  oil  under  vat 

Explosion  of  oil  under  smelter 

Explosion  of  something  unknown 

Explosion  of  gas  engine 

Explosion  of  gas  heater 

Escaping  gas 

Escaping  steam 

Excelsior  ignited  by  lighted  gas  jet 

False  alarms 55 

Faulty  construction  of  flue 

Filling  gasoline  stove  while  burning 

Filling  lighted  coal  oil  lamp 

Fire  place  ignited  wood  work 

Fireworks 10 

Flames  from  gasoline  stove 5 

Flames  from  bottle  of  gasoline 1 

Flowing  gasoline  ignited  by  stove 3 
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Foul  chimney 1 

Fringe  on  couch  ignited  by  lighted  match 2 

Friction  of  machinery 1 

Furnace  falling  on  floor 1 

Gas  jet  ignited  canopy 1 

Gas  ignited  by  lighted  match 2 

Gas  stove  ignited  rubber  hose 1 

Gas  stove  ignited  turpentine 1 

Gas  tar  boiling  over 2 

Gasoline  ignited  by  heat  of  stove 1 

Gasoline  ignited  from  canning  blast  burner 1 

Gasoline  stove  taking  fire 2 

Gasoline  tank  ignited  by  heat  of  stove 2 

Gasoline  ignited  by  coal  oil  lamp 1 

Gasoline  tank  ignited  by  lighted  match 1 

Gasoline  ignited  by  lighted  match ] 

Gasoline  ignited  shawl 1 

Grit  in  cotton  carding  machine 1 

Gasoline  igniting 1 

Heat  from  boiler , 3 

Heat  from  register  ignited  clothing 1 

Heat  from  stove  or  furnace     3 

Heat  from  stove  pipe     1 

Heating  tins 1 

Horse  kicking  over  lantern 1 

Hot  ashes 3 

Hot  air  pipe ...    2 

Hot  stove 1 

Hot  stove  pipe  falling ] 

Hot  soot '. ] 

Hot  soot  igniting  clothing 1 

Hot  white  wash  coming  in  contact  with  wires 1 

House  filled  with  smoke 3 

Incendiary   2 

Kettle  of  coal  oil  boiling  on  stove , .  1 

Kettle  of  rosin  taking  fire  from  heat  of  furnace 1 

Kindling  fire  with  coal  oil ] 

Kindling  wood  ignited  by  hot  stove 1 

Leaking  gasoline  stove 12 

Leaking  coal  oil  stove 1 

Leaking  tank 3 

Lightning 5 

J^ighted  candle 2 
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Lighted  candle  in  hands  of  unknown 

Lighted  candle  ignited  lambrequin 

Lighted  candle  ignited  rags 

Lighted  candle  ignited  clothing 

Lighted  candle  ignited  gas 

Lighted  cigarette  ignited  bed 

Lighted  cigar  left  on  mantel 

Lighted  gas  jet 

Lighted  gas  jet  ignited  goods 

Lighted  gasoline  pot 

Lighted  lamp  thrown  down  stairs 

Lighted  match 

Lighted  match  ignited  curtain 

Lighted  match  thrown  in  waste  paper  basket 

Lighted  match  ignited  turpentine 

Lighted  match  ignited  gasoline 

Lounge  ignited  by  lighted  candle 

Lounge  ignited  by  lighted  match 

Match  ignited  gasoline  tank 

Making  fire  in  boiler 

Matting  ignited  by  lighted  lamp 

Meat  burning  on  stove 

Mice  or  rats  gnawing  matches 

Misplaced  stovepipe 

Not  turning  on  water  when  starting  fire 

Oil  ignited  in  stove 

Open  fire 2 

Overflow  of  gasoline  stove 15 

Overheated  boiler 6 

Overheated  coal  oil  stove 9 

Overheated  coal  oil  lamp 1 

Overheated  cnpola 1 

Overheated  gasoline  stove 2 

Overheated  oven 3 

Overlieated  smokestack 3 

Overheated  stove  or  furnace 43 

Overlieated  stove  or  furnace  pipe 15 

Overturning  steamship  (Hudson) 1 

Pan  of  grease  igniting 2 

Paper  ignited  by  gasoline  stove 1 

Paper  ignited  by  lighted  match 2 

Paper  ignited  by  gas  jet 1 

Paper  ignited  by  lighted  caudle 1 
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Paper  ignited  by  heat  of  stove 1 

Pieces  of  wood  falling  from  stove 1 

Pot  of  grease  upset  on  stove 3 

Pot  of  meat  boiling  over 2 

Purposely  set  on  fire 3 

Rags  ignited  by  lighted  candle 1 

Rags  ignited  by  lighted  match 2 

Reflection  from  window 

Rekindling  of  previous  fire 

Room  filled  with  smoke 

Rubbish  ignited  by  lighted  match 

Rubbish  ignited  by  hot  coals 

Set  on  fire  by  boys 

Slaking  lime 

Smoke  issuing  from  stable 

Smoke  from  boiler 

Smoke  from  register 

Smoke  from  electric  gearing     

Smoke  from  bake  oven 

Smoke  under  roof 2 

Smoke  from  stove  pipe  2 

Smoke  from  chimney 5 

Smoke  from  greasy  rags 1 

Smoke  from  defective  smoke  pipe 3 

Smoke  from  cornice 1 

Smoke  from  window 1 

Smoke  from  furnace 2 

Smoke  from   washboard 1 

Smoking  coal  oil  lamp   1 

Smoking  iron  igniting  blanket 1 

Sparks  from  stove 1 

Sparks  from  alcohol  lamp 1 

Si)arks  from  chimney 22 

Sparks  from  heater 1 

Sparks  from  locomotive    6 

Sparks  from  waste  i)aper 1 

Si)arks  from  pipe 2 

Sparks  from  fireplace 1 

Sparks  from  stack 6 

Si)arks  from  lighted  match 1 

Sparks  from  cigar 1 

Sparks  from  engine 1 

Sparks  from  forge 2 
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Sparks  from  defective  flue 1 

Sparks  from  machinery 1 

Spark  s  from  match 2 

Sparks  from  bonfire 1 

Sparks  from  furnace 1 

Spontaneous  combustion 14 

Starting  fire  in  furnace 1 

Stove  pipe  running  through  supports 1 

Stove  igniting  gasoline ,  .  . .  1 

Stepping  on  match 1 

Steam  from  water  boiling  over 1 

Supposed  incendiary 4 

Supposed  explosion  of  gas 1 

Tan  k  of  gasoline  taking  fire 1 

Thawing  water  pipes 5 

Throwing  lighted  cigarette  on  bag  of  peanuts 1 

Tinners'  fire  pot 3 

Trolley  line  breaking 1 

Unnecessary  alarm 1 

Unknown 449 

Upsetting  can  of  gasoline 1 

Upsetting  coal  oil  stove 13 

Upsetting  lighted  coal  oil  lamp 19 

Upsetting  lighted  gasoline  stove 2 

Upsetting  stove 1 

Vapor  from  gasoline  exploding 1 

Vai)or  from  gasoline  ignited  Kitson  gasoline  tank 1 

Vapor  from  gasoline  ignited  by  lighted  gas  jet 1 

Vapor  from  gasoline  ignited  by  stove 1 

Wainscoating  ignited  by  lighted  gas  jet 1 

Window  frame  ignited  by  gasoline  stove 1 

Window  sill  ignited  by  gasoline  stove 1 

Wire  connections  under  car 1 

Woodwork  ignited  by  liglited  match 1 

Wood  work  ignited  Ijy  lighted  gas  stove 1 

Total 1,498 
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FIRES  THE  LOSS  AT  WHICH  EXCEEDED    $5,000.00 

1.  Ja7iuary  4th — Box  412. — Five  story  iron  building  No. 
[17  W.  Baltimore  street,  occupied  by  Silverman  &  Todes, 
dry  goods  and  notions;  No.  115  W.  Baltimore  street,  five 
story  brick  building,  occupied  by  Fisher  Bros.,  whiskey 
dealers. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  4.27   P.  M. 

The  general  alarm  (2.2.2.2)  was  received  at  4.34  P.  M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  8.36  P.  M. 

The  services  of  ten  engine  and  four  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.  Cause  unknown.  Loss,  $78,- 
454-52- 

2.  January  igth — Box  419. — Two-and-a-half  story  brick 
fancy  grocery  store,  No.  224  N.  Eutaw  street,  occupied  by 
L.  Straus. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  11. 14  P.  M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  1.44  A.  M.,  January 
20th. 

The  services  of  four  engine  and  one  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.    Cause  unknown.    Loss,  $8,090.00. 

3.  January  27th — Box  13. — Two-story  frame  lumber  shed. 
No.  318  W.  Falls  avenue,  occupied  by  Eisenhaur  and  Mac- 
Lea,  two-story  brick  office  No.  320  W.  Falls  avenue,  one- 
story  frame  shed  No.  324  W.  Falls  avenue,  occupied  by 
James  W.  Knowles. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  4.38  P.  M. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  4.42  P.  M. 

The  third  alarm  was  received  at  4.46   P.  M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  9.56   P.  M. 

The  services  of  nine  engine  and  three  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.  Cause  unknown.  Loss,  $15,- 
438.00 
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4.  January  joth — Box  343. — Two-story  frame  building 
northeast  corner  Mt.  Royal  and  Maryland  avenues,  occu- 
pied by  Frank  E.  Bostock  as  a  '•  Zoo  "  and  the  surrounding 
property  occupied  as  dwellings  and  saloons. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  10.52  P.  M. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  10.58  P.  M. 

The  third  alarm  was  received  at  11.09  P-  ^^• 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  9.51  A.  M.,  January  31st. 

The  services  of  six  engine  and  three  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.  Cause,  electric  wire.  Loss, 
^174,944.15. 

5.  February  jrd — Box  513. — The  five-story  brick  building 
N.  E.  corner  Sharp  and  Lombard  streets,  occupied  by  the 
People's  Bank  on  the  first  floor;  Fine,  Schurchart  &  Co.  as 
clothing  manufacturers,  and  John  R.  Edwards  as  a  book- 
binder and  printer. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  1.55   P.  M. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  1.58  P.  M. 

The  third  alarm  was  received  at  2.00  P.  M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  8.30  P.  M. 

The  services  of  twelve  engine  and  four  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.  Cause  unknown.  Loss,  ^59,- 
442.89. 

6.  February  yth — Box  18. — Two-story  and  mansard  brick 
building,  east  side  of  Chesapeake  street  and  Canton  Market, 
occupied  by  E.  Rosenfield  &  Co.  as  a  shirt  factory. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  3.14  A.  M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  9.20  A.  M. 

The  services  of  four  engine  and  one  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.  Cause  unknown.  Loss,  ^10,- 
316.07. 

7.  February  i6th — Box  524. — The  five-story  brick  build- 
ing Nos.  516-522  S.  Charles  street,  occupied  by  the  Mary- 
land Biscuit  Company. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  5.31  P.  M. 


44  kEPORT    Ot"    TH£ 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  5.33  P.  M. 

The  third  alarm  was  received  at  5.35  P.  M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  11.15  A.  M.,  February 
i8th. 

The  services  of  thirteen  engine  and  four  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.  Cause  unknown.  Loss,  $82,- 
667.05. 

8.  February  20th — Box  168. — Three-story  brick  building 
Nos.  2002-2020  Aliceanna  street,  occupied  by  Messrs.  A. 
Weiskettle  &  Son  as  a  stove  foundry. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  11.52  P.  M. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  11.56  P.  M. 

The  recall   signal  was  received  at  2.33  A.   M.,  February 

2lSt. 

The  services  of  seven  engine  and  two  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.  Cause,  falling  coals  from  heating 
stove.     Loss,  $9,745.77. 

9.  February  28th — Box  412. — Five-story  iron  building 
Nos.  23-25  Hanover  street,  occupied  by  Hirshberg,  Hollan- 
der &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  paints  and  oils. 

The  first  alarm  w^as  received  at  7.56  P.  M. 
The  second  alarm  was  received  at  7.58  P.  M. 
The  third  alarm  was  received  at  8  P.  M. 
The  recall  signal  was  received  at  8.08  A.  M.,  March  ist. 
Cause  unknown.     Loss,  $82,270.05. 

10.  March  2nd — Box  41 2. — Four-story  brick  building  No. 
102  W.  Baltimore  street,  occupied  by  M.  Boenheim,  jobber 
in  hats,  etc. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  2.42  P.  M. 
The  recall  signal  was  received  at  3.54  P.  M. 
The    services    of    four   engine   and    two  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.    Cause  unknown.    Loss,  $5,497.02. 

11.  March  jth — Box  123. — Three-story-and-attic  brick 
building  No.  235  Smith's  Wharf,  occupied  by  Hubbard 
Fertilizer  Works. 
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The  first  alarm  was  received  at  1.44  A.  M. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  1.48  A.  M. 

The  third  alarm  was  received  at  1.53  A.  M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  7.49  A.  M. 

The  services  of  thirteen  engine  and  four  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.  Cause,  spotaneous  combustion. 
Loss,  $5,768.39. 

12.  March  nth — Box  23. — Three-story  brick  building 
Nos.  1402-1406  Milliken  street,  occupied  by  Nathan  Frank 
&  Son  as  a  rag  picking  establishment. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  3.38  P.  M. 
The  second  alarm  was  received  at  3.43  P.  M. 
The  third  alarm  was  received  at  3.51  P.  M. 
The  recall  signal  was  received  at  7.55  P.  M. 
The  services  of  seven  engine  and  three  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.    Cause  unknown.    Loss,  $6,841.89. 

13.  March  \^t1i — Box  527. — Four-story  brick  building, 
Nos.  215-217  W.  Pratt  street,  occupied  by  Startzman,  Milli- 
kin  &  Co.  as  a  harness  factory;  four-story  brick  building, 
No.  219  W.  Pratt  street,  occupied  by  Ferris,  North  & 
Starr  Co.  and  Steppacker  &  Stern,  baking  supplies  and  shirt 
factory. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  7.45   P.  ^L 
The  second  alarm  was  received  at  9.24  P.  ^L 
The  third  alarm  was  received  at  9.36  P.  ^L 
The  recall  signal  was  received  at  9.28  A.  M,  ]\larch  20. 
The  services  of  eleven  engine  and  four  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required. 

Cause  unknown.      Loss,  $53,091.74. 

14.  April  8M — Box  5. — Four-story  brick  buildings,  Nos. 
30-36  Tyight  street,  occupied  by  Gilpin,  Langdon  &  Co.  as 
a   drug   house;  a  four-story    iron    building.    No.    28    Light 

street,   occupied    by  Thomas  Basshor  &  Co.,  machinist  sup- 
plies, and  surrounding  property. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  2.57P.  M. 
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The  general  alarm  (2.2.2.2)  was  received  at  3.02  P.  M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  9.07  P.  M. 

The  services  of  thirteen  engine,  four  hook-and-ladder  com- 
panies and  water  tower  were  required.  Cause  unknown. 
Loss,  $73,707.21. 

15.  April  \oth — Box  213. — Five-story  brick  building,  No. 
808  Low  street,  occupied  by  Heckinger  '  Bros.  &  Co.  as  a 
chair  factory,  and  surrounding  property. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  9.55  A.  M. 
The  general    alarm  (2.2.2.2)  was  received  at  9.58  A.   ^L 
The  recall  signal  was  received  at  5.45  P.  M. 
The    services    of    thirteen    engine    and    three    hook-and- 
ladder  companies  were   required.     Cause   unknown.      Loss, 

^3o>7i4.79- 

16.  April  29//; — Box  155. — The  two-story  brick  building, 
]S[os.  255-257  S.  Eden  street,  occupied  by  the  American 
Coat  Pad  Company  as  a  pad  factory. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  4.44  P.  M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  7.17  P.  M. 

The  services  of  four  engine  and  one  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.  Cause,  grit  in  carding  machine. 
Loss,  $56,629.40. 

17.  May  <)th — Box  12. — Five-story  brick  building  Nos.  23 
and  25  S.  Gay  street,  occupied  by  Morris  &  Co.  as  a  shirt 
and  overall  factory. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  1.33  A.  M. 

The  general  alarm  (2.2.2.2)  was  received  at  1.38  A.  M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  11.35  ^-  ^^• 

The  services  of  fourteen  engine  and  four-hook-and-ladder 
companies  and  the  water  tower  were  required.  Cause 
unknown     Loss,  $54,803.49. 

1 8.  May  Q)th — Box  5 1 8. — One-story  frame  building,  corner 
of  Bayard  and  Warner  streets,  occupied  by  Swindell  Bros, 
as  a  glass  factory. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  11.04  1^-  M. 
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The  second  alarm  was  received  at  ii.io  P.  M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  10.48  A.  M.,  May  10. 

The  services  of  six  engine  and  two  hook-and-ladder  com- 
panies were  required.  Cause  defective  oil  pipe.  Loss, 
^36,190.91. 

19.  June  30th — Box  484. — Three-story  stone  building  lo- 
cated north  of  Font  Hill  avenue  and  the  Frederick  Road, 
occupied  as  a  House  of  Refuge. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  8.28  P.  M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  5.09  A.  M.,  July  ist. 

The  services  of  two  engine  and  one  hook-and-ladder  com- 
panies were  required.  Cause,  set  on  fire  by  one  of  the  in- 
mates.    Loss,  $13,723.38, 

20.  July  4th — Box  3. — Six-story  brick  building  Nos.  300- 
316  Lexington  street,  occupied  by  A.  Hoen  &  Co.  as  a  lith- 
ographing establishment,  and  also  by  offices. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  6.25  A.  M. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  6.26  A.  M. 

The  third  alarm  was  received  at  6.28  A.  M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  12.20  P.  M. 

The  services  of  thirteen  engine  and  four  hook-and-ladder 
companies  and  water  tower  were  required.  Cause  unknown. 
Loss,  $154,656.00. 

21.  Ju/y  2'jth — Box  446. — Three-story  brick  building 
Nos.  41-46  W.  Lexington  street,  occupied  by  Sigmund  Sol- 
omon &  Co.  as  a  dry  goods  and  notion  store. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  11.43  P-  ^• 
The  general  alarm  (2.2.2.2)  was  received  at  1 1.46  P.  M. 
The  recall  signal  was  received  at  1.40  A.  M.,  July  28th. 
The  services  of  five  engine  and  four  hook-and-ladder  com- 
panies were  required.    Cause  unknown.     Loss,  $23,224.80. 

22.  October  ijth — Box  422. — Five-story  brick  building 
No.  204  W.  Baltimore  street,  occupied  by  John  A.  Horner 
&  Co.,  wholesale  dealers  in  hosiery  and  notions. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  5.20  A.  M. 
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The  general  alarm  (2.2.2.2.)  was  received  at  5.25  A.  M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  12:31  P.  M. 

The  services  of  thirteen  engine  and  four  hook-and-ladder 
companies  and  water  tower  were  required.  Cause  unknown. 
Loss,  $83,330.45. 

23.  November  25th — Box  65.  —  Two-story  brick  building 
corner  of  Race  and  Winder  streets,  occupied  by  the  Thom- 
sen  Chemical  Co. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  9.34  P.  M. 
The  second  alarm  was  received  at  9.44  P.  M. 
The  recall  signal  was  received  at  11. 17  P.  M. 
The  services  of  six  engine  and  two  hook-and-ladder  com- 
panies were  required.      Loss,  $ 

24.  December  2nd — Box  418. — Six  story  brick  building  N. 
E.  corner  Lexington  and  Howard  streets,  occupied  by  Pos- 
ner  Bros,  as  a  department  store. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  11.59  P.  M. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  12.27  A.  M.,  Tuesday, 

3rd. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  3.57  A.  AL,  Tuesday  3rd. 

The  services  of  eight  engine  and  four  hook-and-ladder 
companies  were  required.  Cause  unknown.  Loss,  $15,- 
272.01. 

25.  December  18 th — Box  441. — Six-story  brick  building 
Nos.  15,  17,  19  and  21  W.  Fayette  street,  occupied  by  Yale 
Laundry  Co.,  Alstrom  &  Co.,  Dental  Supply  Co.,  Isaac 
Sheppard  &  Co.,  and  Coblens  &  Cahn  Co. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  11.52  P.  M. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  12.00   P.  M. 

The  third  alarm  was  received  at  12.10  A.  M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  2.23  P.  AL,  Thursday 
19th. 

The  services  of  fourteen  engine  and  four  hook-and-ladder 
companies  and  water  tower  were  required.  Cause  unknown. 
Loss,  $ 
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26.  December  22nd— Box  42. — The  three-story  brick 
building  No.  423  W.  Lexington  street,  occupied  by  Harry  L. 
Stewart  as  a  grocery  store.  Several  buildings  adjoining 
suffered  a  damage  from  the  fire.  They  were  occupied  as  a 
saloon,  tea  store,  and  furnished  room  house. 

The  first  alarm  was  received  at  2.16  A.  M. 

The  second  alarm  was  received  at  2.23  A.  M. 

The  recall  signal  was  received  at  4.55  A.  M. 

The  services  of  five  engine  and  two  hook-and-ladder  com- 
panies were  required.     Cause  unknown.     Loss,  $ 

FIRES  AT  WHICH   RESCUES  WERE  MADE. 

January  \st — Box  163,  3.48  A.  M. — Two-story  and  attic 
brick  dwelling,  No.  1817   E.  Lombard  street. 

Mrs.  Kate  Fumbaugh  and  five  children,  also  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Schmick,  were  rescued  from  the  second  floor  by  rear 
stairway  by  the  members  of  No.  3  Hook  and  Ladder  and 
and  No.  5  Engine  Companies. 

January  6th — Box  348,  2.27  A.  M. — Three-story  brick 
dwelling,  No.  404  E.  Lafayette  avenue. 

Mr.  M.  F.  Taylor  was  rescued  from  the  third  story  front 
window  by  means  of  a  thirty-foot  ladder  by  the  members  of 
No.  1 1  Hook  and  Ladder  Company. 

March  nth — Box  23,  at  3.38  P.  M. — The  three-story  brick 
rag  picking  establishment,  No.  402-406  Mulliken  street. 

Eleven  girls  were  rescued  from  the  roof  of  said  building 
by  means  of  ladders  by  the  members  of  No.  9  Engine 
Company. 

Jufie  17th — Box  368,  at  5.50  A.  M. — Three-story  brick 
dwelling.  No.  739  W.  Mulberry  street. 

Mrs.  D.  Dames,  Mrs.  Berchett  and  Samuel  Shipley  were 
rescued  from  the  second-story  front  windows  by  means  of 
ladders  by  the  members  of  No.  4  Hook  and  Ladder  and  No. 
13  Engine  Companies. 


5©  REPORT    OF    THE 

August  26th — Box  218,  at  6.27  A.  M. — Three-story  brick 
tailor  shop  and  dwelling,  No.  823  E.  Baltimore  street. 

Aaron  Cohen,  his  wife  and  daughter,  were  rescued  from 
the  third-story  front  window  by  means  of  ladders  by  the 
members  of  No.  i  Hook  and  Ladder  Company. 

October  joth — Silent  at  10.53  P.  M. — The  two-and-a-half 
story  brick  dwelling.  No.  214  S.  Wolfe  street. 

Miss  Mary  Zyblsk  was  rescued  from  the  second-story 
front  window;  as  were  also  Teresa,  Anna,  Joseph,  Miss  Rosa 
Borocken  rescued  from  the  upper  story  of  building  by 
means  of  ladders  and  life  belts,  by  the  members  of  No.  3 
Hook  and  Ladder  and  No.  5  Engine  Companies. 

December  gth — Box  232,  at  4.48  A.  M. — Three-story  brick 
confectionery  store  and  dwelling.  No.  404  N.  Broadway. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Higgins  and  Miss  Mary  Hall  were  rescued 
from  the  second-story  window  by  means  of  an  18-foot  ladder 
by  the  members  of  No.  9  Engine  Company. 

December  ijth — Box  365,  at  2.16  A.  M. — Three-story 
grocery  store  and  dwelling,  No.   1039  Pennsylvania  avenue. 

Mr.  Frank  Rooney  was  rescued  from  the  second-story 
front  window  by  means  of  a  16-foot  ladder  by  Assistant 
Tillerman  Milton  Quigley,  assisted  by  Ladderman  Benjamin 
Seipp  and  Acting  Probationer  Thomas  Farrall. 

December  6th — Silent,  12.45  P-  ^- — ^^^^-  Catherine  Brown 
and  Franklin  Saunders,  No.  509  S.  Collington  avenue,  were 
seriously  burned  and  they  died  from  the  effects  of  same. 

Cause:  Upsetting  a  lighted  coal  oil  stove. 

December  zc?//;-- Silent  8.24  P.  M.— Elsie  Carington,  aged 
4  years,  No.  241 1  Hudson  street,  was  burned  to  death  by 
clothing  igniting  fi'om  a  lighted  coal  oil  lamp. 
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FIRES  WHICH  WERE  ATTENDED  BY  LOSS  OF  LIFE. 

January  -^Yst — Silent  alarm  at  7.17  A.  M. — Rebecca  Hoff- 
man, No.  26  Harrison  street,  was  fatally  burned  and  died 
from  effects  of  same.  Caused  by  children  playing  with 
matches. 

March  A,th. — Box  234  at  2.09  P.  M. — George  Green,  (col- 
ored,) ag'e  four  years,  No.  237  North  Durham  street,  was 
fatally  burned  about  the  body  and  died  from  effects  of  same. 
Cause,  children  playing  with  matches. 

June  17///. — Box  368  at  5.50  A.  M. — Louis  Lineweaver,  age 
seventy-one  years,  was  suffocated  by  smoke,  and  Robert 
Berchett,  age  seventy  years,  was  fatally  burned  and  died 
from  the  effect  of  same.  Both  resided  at  No,  739  West 
Mulberry  street.     Cause,  explosion  of  a  gasoline  stove. 

June  2()th. — Box  386  at  4.51  P.  M. — Mary  Preston,  a 
domestic  residing  at  2243  Eutaw  Place,  was  fatally  burned 
about  the  body  while  attempting  to  throw  burning  oil  in  the 
yard.  vShe  was  removed  to  the  hospital,  where  she  died 
from  the  effects  of  same. 

November  14M.-— Box  743  at  5.20  A.  M. — Georgianna  Tay- 
lor, a  colored  domestic.  No.  511  Franklin  Terrace,  whose 
escape  had  been  cut  off  by  fire  and  smoke,  was  burned  to 
death  on  third  floor  of  dwelling. 
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REPAIRS  TO  APPARATUS. 


ENGINE  COMPANY   No.  i, 


Engine — Three  new  poles. 

Reserve  Carriage — Repainted  once,  and  one  new  pole. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No  2. 


Hose  Wagons — New  tires  on  hind  wheels,  tires  cut  on  front 

wheels  and  new  pole  straps. 
Engine — Tires  cut  on  hind  wheels,  regular  axle  and  reserve 

axle  reset. 
Harness — Two  new  halters  for  hose  wagon  team. 

ENGINE   COMPANY   No.  3. 


Engine — Machinery  on  engine  overhauled.     New  tires,  new 
spokes,  new  felloes  on  the  back  wheels  of  engine. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  4. 


Hose  Wagons — New  hose  wagon  fully  equipped. 
Engine — Overhauled  and  repainted. 
Reserve  Carriage — Repainted. 
Harness — Five  new  halters. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  5- 


Hose  Wagons — Two  tires  on  hind  wheels  of  hose  wagon  cut. 
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Back  axle  repaired. 

Two  new  tires  on  front  wheel. 
Engine — New  top  plate  on  hind  spring. 

Hind  axle  repaired. 

New  top  plate  on  hind  spring. 

New  three-way  rig  for  engine. 

Five  springs.     Harness  hangers. 
Harness — One  new  set  of   harness  and   three-way  driving 
lines  for  three-way  rig. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  6. 


Hose  Wagons- -Repainted.     New  front  footboard. 

Second    District     Engineer's     wagon,    new     rubber    tires. 

Wagon  painted,  new  top  and  repaired. 
Engine — Received  a  new  first-class  La  France  engine. 
Reserve  Carriage — Repainted. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  7. 


Hose   Wagons — Four    hose   wagon   wheels  overhauled  and 
repaired. 

Front  running  gear  repaired. 
Engine — Rear  engine  wheel  repaired. 

Rear  engine  wheel  repaired. 
Harness — Four  new  trace  carriers. 


ENGINE   COMPANY  No. 


Hose  Wagons — Valves  fittings  and  brass  pipe  connected  to 
chemical  tanks  repaired. 
Tires  cut  on  front  wheels. 
Engine — New  back  axle  put  on.     New  connecting  rod. 
,         General  overhauling  of  engine. 
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ENGINE  COMPANY   No.  9. 


Hose  Wagons — Hose  wagon  repainted  and  overhauled, 
springs  reset  and  tires  cut  on  rear  wheels  and  ladder 
brackets  extended. 

Engine — Nine  new  spokes  put  in  rear  wheel,  new  tires 
and  repainted. 

Reserve  Carriage — New  leather  top  and  curtains,  one  axle 
arm,  four  new  rubber  tires,  two  new  channels  on 
front  wheels,  one  new  dash  board,  cushion  repaired, 
repainting  and  lettering. 

Harness — One  new  set  of  driving  lines,  wagon  harness. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  10. 


Hose  Wagons — Had  one  new  tire  put  on  front  wheel.     Three 

tires  cut  on  hose  wagon. 
Engine — Two  new  tires  on  front  wheels.     One  new  reserve 

axle.      Repairing    of    machinery.     Two    new    relief 

valves. 
Reserve  Carriage — Had  reserve  carriage  repainted. 
Harness — Three    new    halters.     One    set   driving   lines   for 

three-way  hitch.     One  new  set  of  harness.     Two  new 

breast  straps  for  hose  wagon. 


ENGINE  COxMPANY  No.  11. 


Hose  Wagons — Two  new  tires  on  hind  wheels.     Two  front 
tires  cut. 
ist  District  Engineer's  Concord  wagon  repainted. 
Harness — One  set,  exclusive  of  breast  strap,  for  ist  District 
Engineer's  team. 
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ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  12. 


Hose  Wagons — One  new  tire,  new  box  under  the  wagon, 
pole  padded,  one  new  acid  chamber  and  wagon 
painted. 

Engine — New  set  of  smoke  flues,  new  set  of  valves  and  spi- 
ral springs  for  the  pumps,  and  engine  painted. 

Reserve  Carriage — Superintendent  of  Machinery  wagon, 
rubber  tires,  painted  and  general  overhauling. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  13. 


Hose  Wagons — Four  tires  cut  and  body  block  repaired. 
Reserve  Carriage — District  No.  4  Concord  wagon  overhauled 

and  painted. 
No.  2  Lineman  wagon,  new  cover   on    top,  overhauled 

and  painted. 
Harness — Five  new  halters. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  14. 


Harness — Two  sets  complete  for   hose    wagon  and    engine 
teams,  with  two  sets  of  driving  lines  for  same. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.   15. 


Hose   Wagons — One    set    new    wheels,    wagon    thoroughly 

overhauled  and  repainted. 
Engine — One  new  boiler,  machinery  thoroughly  overhauled, 

two  new  axles  and  woodwork  repainted. 
Reserve  Carriage — Fifth  District  Engineer's  Concord  wagon, 

one  set  new  rubber  tires. 
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ENGINE  COMPANY  No  16. 


Fire  Boat — Stuffing  box  on  steam  end  of  port  pumps  re- 
paired in  engine-room. 

Stay  bolts  replaced  on  water  end  of  starboard  pumps  in 
engine-room. 

Stuffing  bonnet  on  high  pressure  steam  valve  repaired 
in  engine-room. 

Electric  engine  repaired  in  engine-room. 

Searchlight  repaired  on  pilothouse. 

Hull  scraped  and  painted. 

Exterior  of  boat,  engine-room  and  bunkers  painted. 

Two  scrupper  holes,  quadrant  raised  and  new  rudder 
chain. 

Valve  stem  of  high  pressure  repaired  in  engine-room. 

General  repairs  to  starboard  and  port  pumps  in  engine- 
room. 

One  new  section  of  copper  discharge  pipe  in  engine- 
room. 

Four  metal  bands  for  discharge  valve  in  engine-room. 

New  spdng,  new  valve  and  lever  on  marine  whistle. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.   17. 

Hose  Wagon — The  hind  axle  straightened  and  the  boxes  in 

the  hubs  were  tightened. 
Engine — New  set  smoke  tubes  were  put  in  the  boiler. 

Reserve  engine  D  repainted. 
Reserve  Carriage — Painted. 
Harness — Six  new  breast  straps. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  18. 

Hose  Wagons — New  pole,  tires  cut  and  one  new  three-way- 
hitch  made. 
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Engine — One  new  suction  tube. 

Third  Engineer's  wagon — Body  rebuilt  and  wagon  re- 
paired and  repainted  and  new  channel  and  rubber 
tires  put  on. 

Reserve  Carriage — Repainted. 

Harness — One  set  of  hose  wagon  harness. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  19. 


Hose    Wagons — Three    new    tires.       Front    running    gear 

straightened  and  raised.     Back  tank  repaired. 
Engine — Hind  axle  on  regular  engine  repaired,  reserve  hind 
axle  on  same  repaired. 
Two   hind  wheels   on    regular   engine    repaired.     New 

tires  on  same. 
Break  lever  repaired.     Set  circular  grates  for  regular 

engine. 
One  new  top  plate  on  hind  spring  on  regular  engine. 
Reserve  Engine — Four  wheels  on  reserve  engine  F  repaired. 
Engine  overhauled  and  put  in  first-class  order. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  20. 


Hose  Wagons — Centre  board  placed  in  hose  wagon. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  21 


Hose  Wagons — New   partition   placed   in   hose   wagon   and 

painted. 
Engine — New  pole  for  three-way  rig  of  engine. 
New  gum  valves  placed  in  pumps  of  engine. 
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HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  2. 


Received  one  new  35 -foot  Seagrave  truss  ladder. 
Received  one  new  3 5 -foot  straight  rail  bank  ladder. 
Received  one  new  9-foot  straight  rail  bank  ladder. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  3. 


Received  two  arms  on  back  axle,  four  tires  cut  and  wheels 

general  overhauling. 
Received  new  three-way  hitch. 
Received  three  springs  harness  hangers. 
Received  three  new  steel  collars. 
Received  one  new  set  of  harness  and  three-way  driving  lines. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  4. 


Tire  on  left  hind  wheel  welded. 

Two  new  clamps  for  pole  rest  on  three-way  rig. 

One  new  wooden  step  and  iron  stirrups  for  same  repaired. 

New  end  on  hind  axle  and  two  clips  repaired. 

Top  splice  of  extension  ladder  straightened. 

New  tire  on  left  hind  wheel  and  two  new  pieces  of  felloe  in 

each  of  the  front  wheels. 
New  front  hound  bar  and  stay  rods  altered. 
New  brake  blocks. 
Tire  on  right  hind  wheel  welded. 

Chief  Engineer  Wagon  Repairs: 
Day  wagon  had  a  general  overhauling  and  a  new  shaft. 

Telegraph  Department  Wagons: 
Tire  on  right  hind  wheel  welded  and  spring  repaired. 
Superintendent's   carriage   had  a  general  overhauling  and 

repainted. 
New  harness  for  truck. 
Two  new  breeching  straps. 
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HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  5. 


Truck — Four  spokes,    sixteen    felloes,    one    new    box,   one 

flange,  two  new  tires  and  painted. 
On  front  wheels  fourteen  spokes,  sixteen  felloes,  two  flanges, 
tires  cut  and  painted. 
On  hind  wheels  tires  cut  and  wheels  tightened. 
Set  screws  m  hub  caps  on  four  wheels. 
Reserve  Truck  B:  Tires  cut  and  wheels  tightened  on  two 
front  wheels. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  6. 


Truck — One  new  two-way  pole. 

Two  new  lanterns  with  reflectors  and  hangers. 

Forty-eight  feet  of  chemical  hose  for  extinguishers. 

One  set  each  of  gas  and  wire  plyers. 

One  new  plug  for  three-way  rig. 
Sixth  District  Engineer  Wagon — Repaired  and  painted. 

Front  axle  and  wheel  straightened. 
Fuel  Wagon  D:   Front  running  gear  overhauled. 
Truck — Two  new  tracks  and  hangers. 

One  new  set  of  three-way  driving  lines. 
Sixth  District  Engineer:  Two  new  breeching  straps. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  7. 


Received    one  combination  hook  and  ladder  from  Charles 

T.  Holloway  Company. 
Harness — One  set  three-way  driving  lines. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  8. 


Harness — Three  new  bridle  halters. 
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HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  lo. 


The   company's   truck,  general    overhauling   and    painted. 
New  wheels  and  axle,  one  new  30-foot  bunk  ladder,  one 
new  30-foot  truss  ladder. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  11. 


Truck — One  new  pole. 
Brake  rod  repaired. 
One  tire  cut. 


CHEMICAL  ENGINE  COMPANY   No  2. 


Engine — New  vibrating  gong. 

One  pair  of  brake  blocks  and  tires  cut. 


CHEMICAL  ENGINE  COMPANY  No  3. 


Truck   formerly    No.    7 — Was   repaired   and    painted   and 
placed  in  service. 


FIRE    DEPARTMENT.  6l 


REPAIRS  TO  COMPANY  QUARTERS. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.   i. 


New  flooring  in  horse  stalls. 
Quarters  wired  for  electric  lights. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.   2. 


Company  quarters  were  torn  down  and  rebuilt. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  3. 


New  floor  in  sitting-room,  first  floor. 

New  floor  in  feedroom,  first  floor. 

Five  new  floors  in  horse  stalls,  first  floor. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  4. 


Hose  tower  rebuilt. 

New  doors  on  front  of  quarters. 

Horse  stalls  rebuilt. 

Large  cupboard  built  on  rear  side  engine-room. 

Bathroom  enlarged  and  remodeled. 

New  tin  roof  on  rear  part  of  quarters. 

Engine-house  repainted  inside  and  outside. 

Quarters  wired  and  equipped  with  electric  light. 

Dormitory,  captain's  room  and  hall  papered. 
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ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  5- 


New  front  in  engine  and  truck  house. 
One  spiral  stairway. 
One  new  stall. 
New  door  in  rear  of  house. 
One  sliding  pole. 
Bathroom  enlarged. 
Two  new  bath  tubs. 
Three  new  closets. 
Three  new  wash  basins. 
One  new  hose  tower. 

Three  rooms  and  hallway  on  the  second  floor  papered. 
House  painted  inside  and   outside  and  a  general  overhaul- 
ing of  quarters. 

ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  6. 


New  flooring  in  stalls  and  sides  of  stalls  repaired. 

Hose  tower  repaired. 

New  pavement  in  front  of  quarters. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  7- 


One  new  basin  in  washstand. 
Four  new  stall  floors  and  cellar  door  repaired. 
One  old  washstand  reset  and  water  pipe  run  to  suit  connec- 
tions. 
New  angle  irons  and  zinc  on  ten  stall  posts. 
Four  new  stall  floors  and  one  floor  repaired. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  8. 


Nineteen  electric  lamps  placed  in  quarters. 
New  floors  in  four-horse  stalls. 
New  cast-iron  water  trough  put  in  stable. 
Roof  on  quarters  and  hayloft  painted. 
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ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  9. 


New  floor  put  in  engine  room  and  new  floor  in  two  stalls. 
Inclose  hose   tower  and  one  new  set  cupboards  for  clothes 

on  first  floor. 
Two  new- weight  boxes  and  repairing  side  wall. 
One  new  sliding  pole  put  in. 
One  new  radiator  put  in  bathroom. 
Electric  light  placed  in  quarters. 
Painting  of  quarters. 
Bunkroom  prepared. 
New  pavement  put  down  in  front  of  quarters. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  10. 
Had  quarters  rebuilt. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  11. 


Two  new  sides  in  horse-stalls.     Roof  painted. 

Engine  room  floor  repaired  and  horse-stall  floors  repaired, 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  12. 

Cellar  cemented 
Hose  and  watch  towers  repaired. 
Eleven  stalls,  and  windows  repaired. 
New  stairway  and  coal  bins  in  the  cellar. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.   13. 


Two  new  water  closets. 
Floors  in  six  stalls  repaired. 
Roof  and  spouting  painted. 
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ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  15. 


Nine  new  floors  in  horse  stalls  in  company  quarters. 
Wiring  company  quarters  with  electric  lig-ht  wires. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  16. 

y  

Roof   painted. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  17. 


Hot  water  tank  put  in. 

Renewed  cold  water  pipes  in  the  bath  room. 

New  floors  put  in  the  eight  horse  stalls. 

Grooves  cut  in  cement  floor  in  front  of  horse  stalls, 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  19. 


Bath  room  painted. 

Cement  pavement  in  front  of  house  repaired. 

New  flooring  in  five  horse  stalls. 

Re-covered  front  of  horse  stalls. 

Entire  tin  roof  repainted. 

Ventilator  in  bunk  room,  look-out  on  roof. 

Board  walk  on  roof. 

Ventilator  in  manure  pit. 

New  cess-pool  behind  horse  stall  and  repairing  cement  floor. 

New  engine  pit. 

Entire  tin  roof  repainted. 


ENGINE  COMPANY  No.   20. 
Roof  repaired  and  painted. 
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ENGINE  COMPANY  No.  21. 


Cement  gutter  placed  in  bottom  of  hose  tower. 

Nine  new  floors  placed  in  horse  stalls. 

New  brick  pavement  and  gutter  on  side  of  quarters. 

New  boards  placed  in  platform  in  front  of  quarters. 

Front  gutter  covered  with  wood. 

Roof  of  quarters  painted. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  i. 

Three  new  floors  in  horse-stalls  in  truck  room. 
One  new  floor  in  horse-stall  in  back  stable. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  2. 
Quarters  wired  for  electric  lights. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  3. 


One  new  stalL 

Eight  new  stall  floors. 

One  sliding  pole. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  4. 


Part  of  front  pavement  paved  with  slag  blocks  and  cement 

floor  in  truck  room  repaired. 
New  floors  put  in  two  stalls  in  back  stable  and  sides  repaired. 
New  bowl  and  waste  pipe  to  wash   stand  in  truck  room,  and 

new  spigots  at  bathtubs  on  second  and  third  floors. 
New  floors,  two  posts  pieced  and  new  base  boards  in  the  four 

stalls  in  front  stable. 
New  water  supply  run  in  for  the  second  and  third  floors. 
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HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  5. 


Roof  repaired  and  painted. 

New  floors  in  stalls. 

Cellar  in  front  part  of  quarters  filled  up  and  cemented  over. 

Wainscoting-  removed  from  side  walls  and  cemented  back  to 

the  front  of  horse  stalls. 
New  floors  in  two  front  stalls. 
Drain  pipes  changed. 
Manure  pit  in  rear  shed  removed  on  outside  and  coal  bins 

placed  in  shed. 
Gas  pipe  connected  to  metre  and  brackets  on  first  and  second 

floors. 
Two  extra  iron  gutter  plates  placed  over  gutter  in  front  of 

quarters  on  south  side. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  6. 


Three  temporary  stalls  on  apparatus  floor,  and  shed  put  up 
in  rear  of  quarters  for  the  accommodation  of  No.  2 
Engine  Company. 

Truck  house  roof  painted. 

One  new  wash  bowl  in  bath  room  and  two  new  sewer  drainers. 

One  new  door  put  on  Ostend  Street  side  of  quarters. 

Waste  pipe  from  bath  room  connected  with  sewer. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  7- 

New  doors  put  in  front  of  quarters. 

One  horse  stall  moved,  and  new  floors  put  in  horse  stalls. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  8. 

Two  pair  of  new  front  double   doors  and   new  floor  in  hay 
shed  and  rain  spout  on  same. 
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Repairing-  and  painting  the  roof  and  new  rain  spouting  put 
on  same. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  10. 


Watch  tower  tinned  and  painted. 

Stall  repaired  with  new  floor  in  truck  room  and  hospital. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  COMPANY  No.  11. 


Hot  water  heating  plant  placed  in  quarters. 


CHEMICAL  COMPANY  No.  i, 
Entire  building  remodeled. 


CHEMICAL  COMPANY  No.  2. 


New  front  put  in. 

New  cement  floor  put  in  front  part  of  house, 

Stall  floors  put  down. 

Roofs  repaired  and  repainted. 
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REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Board  of  Fire  Co7?imissioners  : 

Gentlemen — Herewith  I  submit  the  annual  report  of  the 
Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  Department  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1901. 

The  operations  of  this  department  during  the  past  year 
have  been  for  the  most  part  satisfactory;  every  alarm  of  fire 
has  been  correctly  and  promptly  transmitted.  Our  records 
show  a  gratifying  decrease  of  interruptions  to  the  service  ; 
they  also  show^  that  most  of  the  interferences  we  have  had 
have  been  caused  by  the  employees  of  the  telephone  and 
telegraph  companies  operating  in  the  city.  While  a  certain 
amount  of  this  character  of  troubles  is  to  be  expected  as 
long  as  overhead  wires  exist,  yet  I  am  persuaded  that  if  our 
line  force  were  larger,  so  as  to  permit  constant  inspection 
of  the  department's  equipment  and  appurtenances,  many  of 
the  interruptions  could  be  avoided. 

In  this  connection  I  desire  to  bring  to  your  attention,  that 
although  the  department  has  grown  larger  3^ear  by  3^ear  and 
the  work  of  the  telegraph  department  has  grown  apace, 
there  has  been  but  one  addition  made  to  our  line  force  since 
1885. 

At  the  present  time  we  employ  five  linemen,  one  chief 
lineman  and  four  assistants  ;  one  of  these  is  constantly  on 
duty  at  the  City  Hall,  leaving  but  four  men  to  attend  to  the 
regular  work  of  the  department,  a  force  manifestly  inade- 
quate to  meet  the  requirements  of  a  department  as  large 
as  ours. 

POLK    LINES. 

The  rebuilding  of  the  pole  lines  under  the  agreements 
with  the  telephone  companies  has  continued  during  the 
year. 
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But  sixteen  poles  were  purchased  and  erected  by  the  de- 
partment in  the  past  twelve  months,  and  these  were  used  to 
place  nevv  fire  boxes. 

The  following  pole  lines  were  rebuilt  by  the  Maryland 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  viz: 

Charles  street,  from  Oliver  street  to  Lanvale  street. 

Roland  avenue,  from  Third  avenue  to  No.  21  Engine 
House. 

North  avenue,  from  Morris  allej^  to  McCulloh  street. 

Presstman  street,  from  Fremont  avenue  to  Gilmor  street. 

Strieker  street,  from  Presstman  street  to  Patterson  avenue. 

Strieker  street,  from  Lanvale  street  to   Lafayette  avenue. 

Riggs  avenue,  from  Carey  street  to  Fremont  avenue. 

Baltimore  street,  from  Monroe  street  to  Garrison  lane. 

Garrison  lane,  from  Baltimore  street  to  Frederick  avenue. 

Frederick  avenue,  from  Garrison  lane  to  B.  &  P.  R.  R. 

Ridgeley  street,  from  Barre  street  to  Stockholm  street. 

Fort  avenue,  from  Charles  street  to  Riverside  avenue. 

Hanover  street,  from  Winder  street  to  Jephson  street. 

Mulliken  street,  from  Central  avenue  to  Ann  and  Orleans 
street. 

Greenmount  avenue,  from  Chase  street  to  Preston  street. 

York  road,  from  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  to  Gorsuch  avenue. 

Twenty-first  street,  from  York  road  to  Maryland  avenue. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Potomac  Telephone  Company  have 
rebuilt  the  following,  viz  : 

Whitelock  street,  from  Morris  alley  to  McCulloh  alley. 
McCulloh  alley,  from  Whitelock  street  to  car  barn. 
Eastern  avenue,  from  Eighth  street  to  Bay  View  Asylum. 

FIRE  BOXES. 

The  number  of  fire  boxes  in  service  December  31st,  1901, 
was  447,  an  increase  of  21  boxes  for  the  year. 

The  testing  and  inspection  of  the  boxes  has  been  con- 
tinued as  regularly  as  was  possible,  and  during  the  year  four 
fire  boxes  were  bv  this  means  discovered  which  would  not 
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have  registered  had  they  been  pulled.  It  is  my  judgment 
that  the  inspection  of  fire  boxes  should  be  continuous,  a 
part  of  the  system  being  inspected  daily  ;  but  this  cannot  be 
done  with  our  small  force. 

The  following  fire  boxes  have  been  placed  during  the 
year,  viz  : 

No.     58 — Baltimore  and  Pearl  streets. 

No.     59 — Fifteenth  street  and  Clifton  avenue. 

No.  169 — Church  Home  Infirmary. 

No.  219 — Fayette  and  Holliday  streets. 

No.  278 — Broadway  and  McElderry  street. 

No.  563 — Leadenhall  and  West  streets. 

No.  578 — Frederick  road  and  Eighth  street. 

No.  579 — Monroe  and  Riggs  avenue. 

No.  581 — Eutaw  and  Franklin  streets. 

No.  591 — Chesapeake  avenue  and  Eleventh  street. 

No.  592 — Clifton  avenue  and  Payson  sti'eet. 

No.  593 — Lanvale  and  Florence  streets. 

No.  622 — Charles  and  Weyler  streets. 

No.  717 — Fulton  and  Walbrook  avenues. 

No.  719 — Cedar  avenue  and  Fourth  street. 

No.  725 — Charles  and  Twenty-seventh  streets. 

No.  727 — Charles  and  Chase  streets. 

No.  737 — Federal  street  and  Montford  avenue. 

No.  739 — Harford  avenue  and  Green's  lane. 

No.  742 — York  road  and  Wilson  street. 

No.  743 — ^York  road  and  Franklin  terrace. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING. 

One  of  the  most  marked  improvements  of  the  year  was 
the  lighting  of  the  engine  and  hook  and  ladder  houses  with 
electric  light  instead  of  gas.  This  change  has  not  only 
given  the  houses  a  brighter  and  more  cheerful  appearance 
at  night,  there  being  679  electric  lamps  in  service  now  as 
against  341  gas  jets  formerly  used,  but  it  has  also  wrought 
a  saving  of  35  per  cent,  in  the  cost  of  lighting. 


FIRE     DEPARTMENT.  97 

By  the  use  of  an  automatic  electric  switch,  devised  by 
this  department,  only  such  lights  as  are  absolutely  required 
are  kept  burning  after  a  certain  hour;  all  others  are  auto- 
matically lighted  at  each  alarm  of  fire  and  automatically 
extinguished  at  the  expiration  of  ten  minutes. 

CONDUITS    AND    CABLES. 

Owing  to  the  demands  made  on  the  line  force  we  have 
been  unable  to  make  an  inspection  of  the  manholes  and 
cables  since  the  spring  of  1900,  I  can,  therefore,  only  report 
that  they  have  given  no  trouble  and  are  apparently  in  good 
condition. 

If  possible  an  inspection  will  be  made  in  the  spring  of 
this  year. 

This  part  of  our  service  has  been  considerably  extended 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  by  using  the  conduits 
built  by  the  Electrical  Subway  Commission  and  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Potomac  Telephone  Company. 

All  of  the  department's  wires  in  the  territory  bounded 
by  Preston  street.  North  avenue,  Madison  avenue  and  Guil- 
ford avenue  have  been  placed  under  ground.  This  work 
included  box  circuits  Nos.  11,  12,  13,  14,  26,  27  and  31,  (the 
latter  being  changed  to  an  ''all  underground"  circuit,)  alarm 
circuit  No.  2,  independent  west  and  the  'phone  wires  of  the 
Water  Department.  Thirty-one  thousand  feet  of  cable  was 
used.  All  of  the  branch  conduits  necessary  were  built 
by»  the  Electrical  Subway  Commission  without  cost  to  the 
department. 

Strenuous  efforts  are  being  made  to  rid  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  unsightly  poles  and  dangerous  overhead  wires,  and 
to  this  effort  every  department  of  the  municipality  should 
give  ready  aid.  As  our  subways  extend  beyond  the  terri- 
tory which  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  the  city  subways  to 
reach  in  the  near  future,  no  aid  in  the  extension  of  our 
service  can  be  sought  in  that  quarter. 
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In  view  of  this  I  suggest  that  a  certain  sum  of  money  be 
appropriated  annually  for  subway  extensions,  and  be  con- 
tinued until  our  entire  service  is  tmder  ground. 

SIGNS. 

All  of  the  fire  boxes  on  the  underground  circuits  have 
been  provided  with  an  enameled  steel  sign,  placed  over  the 
fire  box,  bearing  the  legend  "Fire  Alarm  Station"  in  white 
letters  on  a  red  back  ground.  I  have  no  doubt  that  this 
addition  has  proven  of  value  and  has  saved  in  fire  loss  its  cost. 

I  suggest  that  the  balance  of  our  fire  boxes  be  equipped 
with  these  signs,  and  that  a  similar  sign,  appropriately 
worded,  be  placed  at  the  street  corners  in  the  vicinity  of  all 
fire  boxes,  so  that  the  delays  in  turning  in  an  alarm  of  fire, 
due  to  the  location  of  the  nearest  fire  box  being  unknown, 
may  be  reduced  to  the  minimum.  In  line  with  the  idea  of 
giving  fire  boxes  as  much  prominence  as  possible  both  day 
and  night,  I  have  consulted  with  the  Superintendent  of 
Lamps  and  Lighting,  Mr.  Robert  J.  McCuen,  and  it  has 
been  arranged  that  all  gas  and  naptha  street  lamps  located 
near  a  fire  box  will  be  equipped  with  a  red  glass  dome; 
by  this  arrangement  fire  boxes  can  be  located  from  a 
considerable  distance. 

CITY  TELEPHONE  EXCHANGE. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  recommendation  first  made 
by  me  in  the  annual  report  for  1898  has  ended  in  fruition. 
On  August  2  of  this  year  the  Municipal  Telephone  Exchange 
went  into  service,  and  all  telephones  used  by  the  city  de- 
partments are  now  operated  under  our  supervision.  Under 
this  arrangement  all  of  the  companies  are  provided  with  a 
separate  line  to  the  exchange,  as  also  have  the  chief  and 
district  engineers. 

There  are  now  121  telephones  connected  with  this  service, 
including  21  extension  sets.  Of  this  number  44  wall  or  desk 
sets  have  been  placed  in  the  various  city  departments,  and 
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55  desk  and  i  extension  sets  in  the  fire  department.  The 
present  equipment  of  the  switch  board  has  been  used,  and 
before  additional  telephones  can  be  placed,  increased  facili- 
ties must  be  provided. 

MANUAL  TRANSMITTER. 

The  instrument  (4-dial  transmitter)  which  is  used  to 
strike  the  gongs  of  the  department,  has  failed  on  several 
occasions  to  properly  strike  out  the  alarms,  owing  to  disar- 
rangement of  its  mechanism.  On  such  occasions  it  was 
necessary  to  place  in  service  the  reserve  (3)  dial,  a  machine 
that  has  been  in  use  for  twenty-five  years,  and  is  of  an  entire 
different  pattern  and  speed  than  is  our  regular  machine. 
Each  time  it  is  used  more  or  less  confusion  and  delay 
ensues,  owing  to  the  change  in  speed  of  striking  the  gongs. 

In  order  to  maintain,  as  far  as  possible,  a  uaiform  method 
and  speed  in  sending  out  signals,  the  reserve  dial  is  only 
used  when  the  regular  dial  is  out  of  order;  hence  we  are  not 
enabled  to  give  to  the  regular  dial  the  same  amount  of 
attention  and  overhauling  as  could  be  given  if  we  had  an- 
other machine  of  like  speed  and  construction.  In  view  of 
this  condition  I  deem  it  advisable  to  suggest  the  purchase  of 
a  four-dial  machine  of  modern  construction. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  following  recommendations  are  respectfully  submitted 
for  your  favorable  consideration  and  approval,  viz: 

The  addition  of  one  lineman  to  our  present  force. 

The  purchase  of  a  four-dial  Manual  Transmitter  of 
modern  pattern. 

The  procurement  of  a  map  of  the  fire  alarm  system  in 
detail. 

That  a  part  of  the  appropriation  for  1902  be  set  apart  for 
the  extension  of  our  subways,  and  that  ^5,000  be  asked  for 
the  same  purpose  in  1903. 

That  signs  be  placed  on  all  fire  boxes  and  at  all  street 
corners  in  the  vicinity  of  a  fire  box. 
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EMPLOYEES. 

J.  J.  McCoy operator. 

C.  C.  Prince Operator. 

H.  C.  Martin Operator. 

W.  E.  Shuter Operator. 

W.  F.  Gettrust  Operator. 

S.  E.  Smith Operator. 

J.  N.  Smith Chief  Lineman. 

Robert  Kain Assistant  Lineman. 

T.  W.   Glass Assistant  Lineman. 

J.  W.  Anderson Assistant  Lineman. 

N.   C.  Wolfe Assistant  Lineman. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  thank  your  Honorable  Board  for 
the  unvarying-  kindness  and  confidence  you  have  extended 
to  me;  to  the  Chief  Engineer  for  his  assistance  and  forbear- 
ance; to  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Electrical  Subway  Com- 
mission for  his  cordial  co-operation,  and  to  the  employes  of 
the   telegraph,. ^^artment   for  the   faithful  and  intelligent 

discharge  of  t^helr  duties. 
/O  - 
-Respectfully  submitted, 
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FRANK  G.   BOYD, 

Superi?itendeti  t. 
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